Andrew Leong Bio

Born in China in 1955.  Migrated to Honolulu, Hawaii in 1963.

Graduated from University of Hawaii in 1979 with a Bachelor Degree in Business.

Married my wife Lena from Duncan in 1982, raised 2 children while living in Hawaii before moving to Duncan in 1989 to work in Lena’s parents grocery business.

I was in the photography club during my high school years.  My interest grew when I had the opportunity to photograph at rock concerts, popular artist such as Billy Joel, Kenny Loggins, Lionel Ritchie, and so on, for concert promoters

While living in Hawaii, I began photographing simple weddings for close friends for next to nothing, just to gain experience and confidence in that field.

After our move to Duncan in 1989, the Cowichan News Leader asked me if I’d be interested in being their part-time freelance photographer.  I was hesitant at first because I have very little experience in photojournalism.  However, I accepted the position, worked hard, learned from my mistakes, and now after 20 years, I’m one of the senior news staff.

In 1998, a close friend and professional photographer from Duncan introduced me to the Professional Photographers of Canada organization.  Through great benefits such educational seminars and networking with the most talented photographers in the world, no doubt, it is certainly the best investment I’ve ever made in getting me to where I am today.

I was presented with the Craftsman of Photographic Arts distinction in 2005 by the PPOC and then earned the Master of Photographic Arts distinction in 2009.

Currently, I’m operating in my home-based photography studio business under Andrew Leong Photography, & still continue to enjoy photographing news, entertainment and sports for the News Leader.  
